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Sidney fell upon the scaffold, there was a republican
party in England. It took its origin in the New Model
Army, a body of men who were for the most part
Independents, or believers in the complete auto-
nomy of the religious congregation. Schooled and
hardened by the experience of war, and prepared
by the very nature of their religious convictions
for the extreme conclusions of democratic logic,
these men argued that no trust could be placed in
the man of blood, that no trust could be placed in a
Presbyterian Parliament, and that the state must be
built up afresh by an agreement of the people. They
desired not only to abolish the monarchy, but that
nothing in the nature of monarchy should be put in
its place. They believed in .a Parliament, but they
thought that a Parliament should consist of one
House; they would have neither lords nor bishops
nor any national or centralised organization of the
Church. Man had natural rights which it was the
duty of the State to convert into laws, and one of
these was the right of choosing his own religious
belief and of freely professing its tenets.

Among the superior officers of the army there was a
school of thought less radical, less absolute, more
English and opportunist. It was represented by
Oliver Cromwell himself and by Ireton, his son-in-
law, who had the principal hand in drafting the
Instrument of Government, the first constitution
of the Commonwealth. Ireton held that " men are
corrupt and will be so/' and that laws must be invented
to check and balance the original and ineradicable
perversion of human nature. Property was given
neither by the Law of God nor by the Law of Nature :
it was the result of human contrivance. No one had